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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (previously presented) A method for accessing information on a network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

a) allowing a first system to submit a query to a second system; 

b) processing the query with the second system, wherein the second system utilizes 
metadata that is only in a storage area not residing on the second system to process the query; and 

c) utilizing the second system to return a result of the processed query to the first 

system. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the first system comprises a client 
machine and the second system comprises a server machine. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the metadata comprises 
information about objects. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the objects comprise tables, triggers 
and indexes. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein a first protocol is utilized by the client 
machine to submit the query and the query includes data and metadata along with a request to 
perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein a first protocol is utilized by the client 
machine to submit the query and the quer>' includes a pointer to the data and metadata along with 
a request to perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

8. (original) The method of claim 6 wherein the server machine implements a 
second protocol to process the query. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein the processing of the query comprises 
the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and metadata. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the network comprises the Internet. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 7 wherein the server machine implements a 
second protocol to process the query. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the processing of the query comprises 
the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and metadata. 
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1 3 . (original) The method of claim 1 2 wherein the network comprises the Litemet. 

14. (previously presented) A network database management system for accessing 
information on a network, the system comprising: 

means for allowing a first system to submit a query to a second system; 

means for processing the query with the second system, wherein the second system 
utilizes metadata that is only in a storage area not residing on the second system to process the 
query; and 

means for utilizing the second system to return a result of the processed query to the first 

system. 

15. (original) The system of claim 14 wherein the first system comprises a client 
machine and the second system comprises a server machine. 

16. (canceled) 

1 7. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 4 wherein the metadata comprises 
information about objects. 

18. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the objects comprise tables, triggers 
and indexes. 
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19. (original) The system of claim 1 8 wherein a first protocol is utilized by the client 
machine to submit the query and the query includes data and metadata along with a request to 
perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

20. (original) The system of claim 1 8 wherein a first protocol is utilized by the client 
machine to submit the query and the query includes a pointer to the data and metadata along with 
a request to perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

21 . (original) The system of claim 19 wherein the server machine implements a 
second protocol to process the query. 

22. (original) The system of claim 2 1 wherein the processing of the query comprises 
the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and metadata. 

23. (original) The system of claim 22 wherein the network comprises the Internet. 

24. (original) The system of claim 20 wherein the server machine implements a 
second protocol to process the query. 

25. (original) The system of claim 24 wherein the processing of the query comprises 
the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and metadata. 

26. (original) The system of claim 25 wherein the network comprises the Internet. 
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27. (previously presented) A computer readable medium containing program 
instructions for accessing information on a network, the program instructions comprising the 
steps of: 

a) allowing a first system to submit a query to a second system; 

b) processing the query with the second system, wherein the second system utilizes 
metadata that is only in a storage aiea not residing on the second system to process the query; and 

c) utilizing the second system to retum a result of the processed query to the first 

system. 

28. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 27 wherein the first system 
comprises a client machine and the second system comprises a server machine. 

29. (canceled) 

30. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 27 wherein the 
metadata comprises information about objects. 

3 1 . (original) The computer readable medium of claim 30 wherein the objects 
comprise tables, triggers and indexes. 
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32. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 3 1 wherein a first protocol is 
utilized by the client machine to submit the query and the query includes data and metadata along 
with a request to perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

33. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 3 1 wherein a first protocol is 
utilized by the client machine to submit the query and the query includes a pointer to the data and 
metadata along with a request to perform an operation on the data and metadata. 

34. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 32 wherein the server 
machine implements a second protocol to process the query. 

35. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 34 wherein the processing of 
the query comprises the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and 
metadata. 

36. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 35 wherein the network 
comprises the Internet. 

37. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 33 wherein the server 
machine implements a second protocol to process the query. 
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38. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 37 wherein the processing of 
the query comprises the server machine performing the requested operation on the data and 
metadata. 

39. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 38 wherein the network 
comprises the Intemet. 

40-42. (canceled) 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the storage area resides on 
a third system. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the storage area resides on 
the first system. 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the storage area resides 
on a third system. 

46. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the storage area resides 
on the first system. 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the storage area resides 
on a third system. 
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48. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the storage area resides 
on the first system. 



9 



